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REAL PICTURES:
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM
THE COLLECTION OF
CLAUDIA BECK AND
ANDREW GRUFT

Chier the poast free decades, Clawda Bedy and Andrew Srofl bowe
playesd an impartant nake within tbe Wancouver art community.

Galery, an infusntial commercial gallery epac@lizing n phofography et beteeen 1978 ard 1862 was &
nexus for artisis, curators and collectons. Gruft carme o Vanoouver fram South Afriza during the 1960 and
Beck arived fram fhe United Stabes in 1870, Afer meeting &t the Uriversity of British Columbia, whene they
bt Esught, Beacke and Gruft developed & shared povesion for pholographic imagery. They made their first
purchasme, a work by Varcouser-based pholographer Robert Minden, in 1974, Since that time they boave baan
J umieEvering in Beir dedicaion, ower the ensuing thirly yeans they assembled & colleclion of histarical and
corfempanry phalography that & cubstanding inits breadih and qualiy.

Covering the perdod from e medivm’s invention nthe mid-15th century up o the present, the BedaGrufl
colleclian includes iconic images by arfisls whose impattance in the hislory of phalography has besan vwidsly
acknoadedged. Willam Henry Fox Talbol Julia Margarel Cameron, Madar, August Sander, Margaret
Bourke-hite, Ans=l Adams, Aaron Siskind ad Robert Frank, The collection also includes work by
lesser-imavn fgures—Ernest Brown, Fredenck Dally and Willam Motman, far example, commemial
pholographers of the lale 15h and carly Xh comunes who worked extensively in the Canadian West. In addtian, the collection
cnoompasscs significant phoogmpns by comemporany artisis. besed in Vanoowwer, the USA and Eunpe, including Roy Arden. Maran
Penner Bancroft, Larry Clark, Judy Dater, Stan Douglas, Thamas Fuff, Siephen Waddel and Garmy Winogrand. Real Pictures presents. a
scicction of approximately 350 phologmpns tat provide an overicw of s extraordinany collection. The exhibdion offiers & unique
apporiunity to consder diferent approaches o the medium, the way in which meanings become attached to photographic images and the
commitment an the part of Beck and Gnuft that has brought this wital collecten of photegraphs together



